
Consultation with 
Neighbouring Governing 

Bodies 
Application to Amend the MPS 

Applicant: Town of Kentville 



Request

• Town of Kentville planning 
documents do not comply with 
the Municipal Governments Act. 

• All Municipalities are required 
to engage neighbouring
municipalities 

• The Town missed the deadlines 
to meet the requirement and 
has received an extension for  
Fall 2023 



PROPOSAL

• MGA Section 204A (1) 
requires engagement

• Review of policy other 
Municipalities has adopted 
to meet this requirement 

• Important to consider 
shared assets 

• Plan to cooperate with 
abutting municipalities



Municipal Planning Strategy 

• The Municipal Planning Strategy is a guiding Planning Document 

• Provincial Statement of Interest to consider: ”to protect the quality 
of drinking water within the municipal water supply watersheds. 

• Neighboring municipalities will be informed of any developments 
with regards to MPS amendments including water, as well as 
treatment and sewage. If an amendment is site related and within 
150 m of a shared boundary feedback will be requested from abutting 
municipalities.



Public Engagement Advertising

• Posted on town of Kentville website two weeks prior to 
October 30th public engagement session

• Advertised for two weeks in the town newspaper for public 
engagement session on October 30th



Proposed Policy Changes 

Upon reviewing the municipal governments act 
we were able to develop 4 proposed policies 
A and B are for cooperation of municipal services, C 
is for protecting the water quality, and D is a 
statement to cooperate when significant changes to 
planning are being considered within the Town. 



Proposed Policy Changes 

• Proposal Policy A)
• Add as new Policy MS-2 (Chapter 

11, 11.2.1 -after current MS-1 in 
page 54)
• Council shall inform the 

Municipality of the County of 
Kings when improvements 
and/or major maintenance are 
planned for the shared water 
utility owned by the Town that 
extends into the County of 
Kings.

• This statement will add a 
required cooperation 
with the Municipality of 
the County of Kings on 
the Water Service. 



Proposed Policy Changes 

• Porposal Policy B)

• Amend Exiting Policy MS-5 (Chapter 11, 
11.2.1 in page 57)

• It shall be the intention of Council to 
work cooperatively with municipalities 
and other levels of government to 
promote conservation, protection, and 
management of groundwater 
resources through committees and 
authorities such as Kentville Water 
Commission, Kings Regional Sewer 
Committee, and Valley Regional Solid 
Waste-Resource Management 
Authority (inter-municipal Service 
Agreement).

• This existing statement 
requires the 
municipalities to work 
collaboratively but does 
not outline how.  
•Adding to the policy the 

names of the authorities 
created clarity in the 
policy 



Proposed Policy Changes 

• Porposal Policy C)

• Amend Existing Policy MS-15 (Chapter 11 -11.2.1.6) 
It shall be the intention of Council to request
support and encourage that the Municipality of the 
County of Kings to implement planning and land 
use control provisions that protect the quality of 
water supply from the Wellfield area and Lake 
McGee, consistent with the recommendations of 
the Kentville Water Commission Source Water 
Protection Plan (SWPP) and the Source Water 
Protection Advisory Group Standing Committee of 
Council, which includes Staff from the Municipality 
of Kings County, for those lands in the County 
which are located within the Wellfield area.

• The backup water supply for the 
Town of Kentville comes from 
McGee Lake, located outside the 
town’s boundary. 

• While these water sources are 
either in the County or 
overlapping the Town and the 
County’s boundaries, there are no 
adopted policies in the Municipal 
Planning Strategy that states 
cooperation between the Town 
and the County to protect the 
water quality.



Proposed Policy Changes 

D) Proposal Statement (added Nov 7, 2023) Add to existing statement 15.1 
(Chapter 15, 15.1, page 69)

The Municipal Government Act (MGA) is the provincial legislation that governs 
planning and development in Nova Scotia. It outlines the various methods of 
development control available to municipalities in Nova Scotia for regulating land 
use decisions and development within their jurisdiction. The MGA also sets out the 
process for adopting Municipal Planning Strategies and Land Use By-laws, and the 
different types of development control, such as development agreements, 
variances or site plan approval. The MGA describes the various methods of 
development control available to Nova Scotian municipalities for regulating 
development and land use decisions within their jurisdiction, sets out the process 
for adopting Municipal Planning Strategies and Land Use By-laws, and the process 
for amending these documents or for the different types of development control 
such as development agreements, variances or site plan approval. The process 
requirements include minimum public participation and advertising requirements.

The Minimum Planning Requirements Regulations under the MGA requires a 
statement of policy describing the procedures to be followed when reviewing a 
municipal planning strategy that must provide for public consultation and notice.

The Planning Requirements Regulations, which are outlined in the MGA under 
Mandatory Content, Section 4d, describe the procedures to be followed when 
reviewing the Municipal Planning Strategy. It also includes the process 
requirements for minimum public participation and advertising, which are outlined 
in the Council's G62 Public Participation Policy (Planning).

New Policy IM-1a

Council shall follow the public participation and advertising requirements outlined 
in the Council's G62 Public Participation Policy (Planning).

• Links the Public Participation 
Program Policy with the 
Municipal Planning Strategy

• Outlines the engagement 
process for MPS amendments.



Proposed Policy Changes 

• E) New Policy IM-17 (Chapter 15 –15.11)

• Council shall notify the Municipality of the 
County of Kings when considering 
amendments to the Municipal Planning 
Strategy. This will include sending a copy of 
the Planner’s report to their Council. If an 
amendment to the Municipal Planning 
Strategy, with a site-specific focus, or a 
Development Agreement is being considered 
within 150 m of a shared boundary, In that 
case, Council shall include a letter requesting 
feedback to the County of Kings Council and a 
copy of the Planner’s report. The engagement 
with the County of Kings shall be done before the 
first notice for a public hearing. (Added Nov 7)

• Outlines notification process

• Council will notify the 
Municipality of the County of 
kings when considering changes 
to their MPS. 

• If an amendment is site related 
and within 150 m of a shared 
boundary feedback will be 
requested.
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Next Steps: 

• If Council approves the 
Planning Document  
changes then the Policy 
will require changes as 
well 

Public Participation 
Program Policy 

•When a Public Participation Program is 
required, Council shall notify the Municipality 
of the County of Kings of the public meeting 
and send a copy of the Planner’s report to 
their Council. If a Public Participation Program 
has a site-specific focus and is within 150 m of 
a shared boundary, then Council shall request 
feedback from the County of Kings Council. 

Section 4.0 
Procedures • A motion at Council to 

amend the policy may be 
passed to direct the CAO to 
review and advise. 

Council 



Recommendation 

Should Council support the proposed changes, 
the next step would be to make a motion to send 
the proposed MPS amendments, as outlined in 
the Planners report, to 1st reading at Council
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