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Conclusion 
The Town of Kentville plays a key role in the public consultation process for federally regulated 
telecommunications infrastructure through the provision of public feedback and a statement 
of concurrence/non-concurrence. 
 
Beyond the ISED default program being conducted by the Proponent, Council has options 
going forward should they wish to tailor a more specific policy for the siting of 
telecommunication facilities. The Proponent has expressed flexibility in working with the 
Town in public consultation and in the design of the tower. Staff recommends that a more 
robust policy be considered during the plan review process.   
 
CAC may also consider: 

1. Recommending a policy be created immediately; or, 
2. Scheduling a Public Hearing to allow for direct feedback from all town residents, not 

just those in the notification area or who respond to the newspaper ad; or 
3. Both (1) and (2); or 
4. Maintaining reliance on the ISED process. 

 
Recommendations 
THAT the Council direct staff to consider a more robust telecommunications facilities policy 
during the plan review process AND to maintain reliance on the ISED process for the current 
proponent. 
 
 
 
Financial Implications 
 
There are no financial implications for the Town regarding the preparation of this report. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Darren Shupe, Director of Planning and Development 
Town of Kentville 
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Attachment B: Relevant MPS and LUB Sections 
 
MPS - Section 4.2.13 
 
Telecommunication Facilities  
 
Every day, millions of Canadians connect via communication technologies. 
These technologies link the country by providing us with TV and radio 
broadcasting, cable TV, cellphone networks, two-way radios and other services 
and would not work without antennas which, to function effectively, are often 
supported by towers or other tall structures. The public, businesses, police, 
firefighters, ambulances, air navigation systems and national defense use 
antenna systems, including towers, to ensure reliable communication.  
 
Industry Canada is the federal licensing authority for all forms of 
telecommunication facilities and Health Canada provides radio frequency 
guidelines which all radio stations/communications must operate within. 
Though approving the location of telecommunications facilities fall under the 
jurisdiction of Industry Canada, the Federal Government does recognize that 
municipalities do have a vested interest in their location and has therefore 
established a policy outlining the processes a proponent must follow for 
community review. Procedures therefore require that land-use authorities be 
consulted, by the proponent, prior to the building of significant antenna 
structures. The process is designed to allow communities to effect the location 
of a telecommunication tower. 
  
The purpose of this policy is to provide general guidance for the siting of 
telecommunication towers in the Town of Kentville and to create a clear 
procedure for public participation in the review of such proposals.  
 
Policy GD-15 It shall be the intention of Council to require 

telecommunication providers to notify the Town before 
erecting or altering any telecommunication facility and 
require the applicant to submit detailed information outlining 
the proposed telecommunication facility.  
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Chris McNeill 
Chief Administrative Officer 
354 Main Street, Kentville, B4N 1K6 
cmcneill@kentville.ca         July 21, 2025 

Dear Chris, 

As you are aware, Bell Mobility is proposing to build a 30-metre slim-monopole telecommunications 
installation at 314 Main Street to meet the telecommunications needs for high quality wireless services in 
the community. 

Canacre Ltd., being an Authorized Agent of Bell Mobility Inc., has followed the ISED default Public 
Consultation process. As per the policy, all properties within a radius of three times of the radius of 3 time 
the height of the proposed tower property were contacted by mail. An ad was also published in the local 
newspapers (Annapolis Valley Register) to inform the entire community about the project. Throughout this 
process, Bell Mobility was available to all residents who may have had a concern regarding the proposed 
structure.  

No additional third-party permits are required for this tower proposal. Transport Canada and NAV Canada 
permits have been applied for. As you may know, telecommunication towers are exempt from building 
permits and so this will not be pursued. Therefore, please accept this letter as a formal request for 
concurrence.  

Please sign on the line indicated below to confirm that you have no further comments or concerns. 

Thank you, 

 

Pauline Pangilinan   
Planner, Canacre Ltd. 
 
 

 
Signature of Designated Official for providing concurrence: 
 
 
 

Chris McNeill 
Chief Administrative Officer 
cmcneill@kentville.ca 
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Hello Kevin,
 
Thank you for taking the time to provide us with your comments regarding the proposed Bell
Mobility telecommunications tower at 314 Main St.
 
We understand your concerns about the tower being in close proximity to municipal facilities. Bell
Mobility has thousands of towers across the country – many within urban areas - and Bell engineers
build and design these towers to be safe for the local community. Each tower is designed according
to the national building code by a certified engineer to be structurally sound.
 
While telecommunications towers are regulated exclusively by Industry, Science, and Economic
Development Canada (ISEDC), Bell Mobility considers local land use regulation in the siting process.
However, many other factors need to also be considered when determining an appropriate location
for a tower proposal. A confined search area is created where a tower needs to be located in order
to service the area experiencing coverage and/or capacity issues. Candidate sites are chosen not
only based on their ability to provide coverage, but also the ability to enhance the network capacity
available in the area (better service available for more people).
 
Locations are selected by balancing factors such as elevation, line of sight, aesthetic impacts,
planning regulations, environmental restrictions, proximity to different land uses, hydro service, road
access, property size, etc. Proposed tower sites go through a review process by various Bell Mobility
departments, including radio-frequency engineering, real estate, construction, and signal transport
departments before a site is accepted and this location was determined to be the most appropriate
location to propose the tower.
 
Please feel free to reach out if you have any additional questions. Please note that this response
marks the start of your 21-day response period, which closes June 30, 2025.
 
Kind regards,
 
Pauline Pangilinan
Canacre on Behalf of Bell Mobility

 

 

From: Kevin Matheson <kmatheson@kentville.ca> 



You don't often get email from kmatheson@kentville.ca. Learn why this is important

Sent: Monday, June 9, 2025 1:48 PM
To: CAL-Consultation <consultation@canacre.com>
Cc: spectrumnsd-spectredne@ised-isde.gc.ca; Planning Email Group <planning@kentville.ca>;
Council and Mayor <councilandmayor@kentville.ca>
Subject: Proposed 30 metre antenna tower at 314 Main Street, Kentville, NS

 

[EXTERNAL]

 
Attention: Pauline Pangilinan
 
We are in receipt of your Notice of Public Consultation. I am submitting these comments
on behalf of Mayor Zebian and Town Council.
 
Our concerns with this antenna are two-fold:
 

1. The proposed location is immediately adjacent to our Town Hall Complex. If the
antenna were to topple for any reason, it could land in our parking lot, damaging a
number of vehicles belonging to the Town, its employees and the general public. It
could also impact the corner of one of our buildings.

2. The proposed location does not meet the requirements of our Municipal Planning
Strategy (MPS) or Land Use By-law (LUB).

MPS Policy GD-16 - It shall be the intention of Council when considering
proposals for telecommunication towers that Council take the following into
consideration:

1.           To promote and encourage co-location on existing and new
towers as an option rather than construction of additional single-
antenna towers and to reduce the number of such structures
needed in the future; and

2.      To encourage all communication towers to locate no closer than
three times the tower height from a property line.

LUB Section 4.1.29 – Telecommunication Facilities states:
a) Strongly discourage Telecommunication Towers in all Residential
Zones and the General Commercial (C1) Zone; and
b) Encourage the co-location of telecommunication infrastructure
 

Our Council is hearing similar concerns from the ratepayers in the area and would
request that Bell give consideration to an alternate location for the antenna with better



separation from adjacent properties.
 
Best regards,
Kevin M. Matheson 
Interim CAO

 

Kevin Matheson
Interim CAO

t: 902-679-2501 |  f: 902-679-2375
e: kmatheson@kentville.ca | w: www.kentville.ca
a: 354 Main Street, Kentville, B4N 1K6

This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the
named addressee, you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this email. 
Please notify the sender immediately by email if you have received this email by mistake and delete this email
from your system. 
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