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A New Home for Adult Learning



Two Main Locations in the 
Annapolis Valley: NSCC Middleton



And Downtown Kentville



One-to-one Tutoring





The ‘wall of fame’ – 49 Cornwallis Street



English as an Additional Language!





Family Literacy



Healthy Beginnings: 
Enhanced Home Visiting 



Seniors Storytelling



Personal Development



Before I die …



Before I Die …



Trucking 



Training for 
entry level work 
in health and 
human services



Beginners License courses



Digital Technology



Creative Arts



Plain Language 
Support to improve 
Health Literacy



Indigenous Crafts









Mi’Kmaw Language



Community Partners





Literacy Mile 











What else would we like to do?



A Community  Garden



Community Kitchen



Daycare



Promotion and Performance 



Community Education



Our dream …
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Councilor Report 
Kentville Town Council 

 

Name:  Cathy Maxwell 

Date: May 22/20 

Date of Last Council Meeting Attended:  April 27/20 

Date of Last Council Advisory Meeting 
Attended:  

May 11/20 

Date of Last Governance Session Attended:  

Committee Meeting Attendance and Synopsis 

Date Committee Synopsis 

 

No Committee Meetings during 

this reporting period due to 

COVID 19 

 

April 27/20  
COVID 19 Protocol Council 

Meeting 
 

May 11/20  
COVID 19 Protocol Council 

Meeting 
 

May 19/20 Capital Budget Deliberations  

May 20/20 
Operations Budget 

Deliberations 
 

Town of Kentville Event Attendance and Synopsis 

Date Event Synopsis 

 
No Town of Kentville events 

due to COVID 19 
 

   

Conference Attendance and Synopsis 

Date Conference Synopsis 

 
No Conferences due to COVID 

19 
 



Councilor Report 
Kentville Town Council 

 

   

Committee Meeting Synopsis – Completed by Committee Representative only 

Detail Synopsis 

Committee 

Name 
Annapolis Valley Trails 

Meeting 

Date: 
Email Update 

Meeting 

Highlights: 

The trail coordinator has been in touch with all partners to discuss plans 

for the coming year and work plans have been developed. The RTE Rails 

to Trails Expansion grant will help fund those work plans. The website is 

coming along and the launch should be expected in June. The 

bookkeeper for the Coalition has been keeping the organization on track 

and is working on end of year financials. The draft budget is being 

prepared. Final Report was submitted to the Town of Kentville. Looking 

at a late June meeting if possible.  

Budget: 
 

New Projects: 
 

Policy Changes: 
 

Misc Events 

Date Synopsis 

 No events due to COVID 19 

  

 
 



 

Name:  Cate Savage  

Date: May 21st  

Date of Last Council Meeting Attended:  April 27th  

Date of Last Council Advisory Meeting 
Attended:  

May 11th  

Committee Meeting Attendance and Synopsis 

Date Committee Synopsis 

May 14th  IAC  

- Reviewed reports and 

recommendations from our wealth 

advisor  
- As at end of April the overall portfolio 

was down 3.47% 
- Moving ahead with proposed changes 

to the IPS  

- We have $500,000 coming due 
towards the end of May 2020 that 

were in bonds  
- We must be diligent with regards to 

the level of risk we can take verses 
the return 

- The mix looks like fixed 

income/equity/real assets with fixed 
income representing 50% of the 

portfolio 
- Equal risk – in order to meet certain 

metrics  

 
 

May 21st  Regional Sewer Committee  

- Work plan update – asset management plan 
being worked on in conjunction with TOK 

- Operations update – ponds are in good 

shape – no odors so far – coloration is good – 
adding chemicals to mitigate any odors / new 

aeration system is installed and completed in 
3/4/5 but not 2 (deferred because of the 

amount of sludge)  

- Env compliance – Pepsico is offside as is 
TOK at times which prompted Dir Bell to 

initiate some direction that testing as a whole 
needs to be discussed at the next technical 

committee meeting.  

- Financial update – appears there could be a 
shortfall under operating which could mean 

TOK and the other partners having to adjust 
their respective budgets upwards.  

- Sludge project – year 1 science on the 
sludge – year 2 design the project and year 3 

construction of taking out the sludge and 



 

repurposing same 

- Discussed replacing sewer lines near the 
new bridge  

 

 

 May 4th  Diversity Kings  

- Presentation around Cultural 

Competency and sensitivity  

- Strategic goals – safe and welcoming 
community  

- Update TOR – create a governance 
committee  

- Village of New Minas planning 
committee – working group to allow 

for members of minority groups to be 

on board.  
- 4 villages that have secondary plans  

May 19th  Capital Budget  

Some minor amendments to the proposed 

budget with a will that same be directed to 
road/sidewalk repairs  

 

May 20th  Operating Budget  

Excellent budget – appears the residential tax 

rate will remain the same and the commercial 

tax rate will drop ever so slightly  

   

Conference and Trip Attendance and Synopsis  

Date Conference/Travel Synopsis 

   

Town of Kentville Event Attendance and Synopsis 

Date Event Synopsis 

   

   

   

   



 

   

   

   

Committee Meeting Synopsis – Completed by Committee Representative only 

Detail Synopsis 

Committee Name  
Meeting 
Date: 

 

Meeting 
Highlights: 

 

Budget: 
 

New Projects: 
 

Policy Changes: 
 

 
 

Misc Events 

Date Synopsis 

  

  

  

  

  

  



 

  

   

  

 



 



 



 



Councilor Report 
Kentville Town Council 

 

Name:  Sandra Snow 

Date: 20 May 2020 

Date of Last Council Meeting Attended:  27 April 2020 
Date of Last Council Advisory Meeting 
Attended:  9 March 2020 

Date of Last Governance Session Attended: N/A 

Committee Meeting Attendance and Synopsis 
Date Committee Synopsis 

22 Apr 20 NSFM Mayors and CAO 

1. NSFM Update – Pam Mood  
a. Code of conduct 
b. Election 
c. broadband 

2. PVSC Kathy Gillis briefing on the 
methodology used to assess 
properties during a crisis. 

3. Update on tax deferral proposal, with 
discussion from membership 

4. Adjournment 

28 Apr 20 NSFM Mayors and CAO 

1. NSFM Update – Pam Mood – MFC 
Finance Program - overview 

2. Greg Herritt – Details of Finance 
Program 

3. Questions 
4. Adjournment 

1 May 20 Municipal Finance Corporation Short Term Operating Loans Policy  
Temporary Operating Line of Credit 

6 May 20 Engage NS Check in on Leadership Team with Scott 
Robertson 

6 May 20 Water Commission Budget Meeting – see below 

6 May 20 NSFM Mayors and CAO 

Preliminary matters – Call for questions 
and/or edits re: last week’s meeting 
summary 
Update, PVSC -- Kathy Gillis, CEO of 
PVSC 
PVSC Q&A attached 
Update re: timelines for Public Sector 
Bodies under the provincial Accessibility 
Act – President Pam Mood  



Councilor Report 
Kentville Town Council 

 

Update re: Political Office Holder 
exclusion to the Canada Emergency 
Business Account – President Pam Mood 
Letter to Premier Stephen McNeil re: 
Municipal Collaboration and Consultation 
Provincial Loan Program for 
Municipalities – Plan B update 
Update on Provincial requests: 
- Code of Conduct – written update from 
Shannon Bennett, Department of 
Municipal Affairs 
- Election date 2020 
- Rural Broadband 
Ray Paruch, 1948-2020. CBRM councillor 
since 1995. 

Questions  

11 May 20 Valley REN Regional Recovery Taskforce Discussion 

12 May 20 Kings Mayors 

Economic recovery of the region 
Major issues facing each Municipality 
Changes to assessment based on income 
for some commercial properties 
(hotels/malls) 

12 May 20 Asset Management Completed the FCM spreadsheet for the 
cohort training session 

13 May 20 NSFM Mayors and CAO 

Preliminary matters – Call for questions 
last week’s meeting summary. 
Presentation – Cecil Clarke - Operational 
Support for Non-Profits.   
Municipal Wellness Day – Mayor Pam 
Mood, President NSFM, and Mike Dolter, 
President AMANS. 
Fall 2020 Municipal Elections – Letter 
from Minister Chuck Porter May 13, 2020  
2020 NSFM Fall Conference update – cx. 
Letters to Federal Cabinet Ministers: 
attached to agenda: 
a. The Honourable Mary Ng, Minister 
of Small Business and Export Promotion, 
re: COVID-19 and Municipal Elected 
Representatives. 
b. The Honourable Catherine 
McKenna, Minister of Infrastructure and 
Communities, re: NSFM’s Support for 



Councilor Report 
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FCM’s Request for Emergency Financial 
Aid for Municipalities. 
Lost Revenue Survey - Status update   
Provincial Loan Program for Tax 
Financing.  
Questions.  

14 May 20 Investment Advisory 
Committee 

Apr 22 Fund Value: $12,949,903 
May 12 Fund Value: $13,080,574 

14 May 20 Atlantic PACE Discussion on the application to FCM and 
go forward business model 

19 May 20 Budget – capital and grants Capital budget sent back to staff for 
adjustments to infrastructure builds. 

20 May 20 Budget – operational Operational Budget passed 

20 May 20 NSFM Mayors and CAO 

1. Preliminary matters –Call for 
questions and/or edits re: last week’s 
meeting summary 
2. New councillor training in the fall –  
3. Lost Revenue Survey - Reminder    
4. Presentation – Chuck Porter (Minister, 
Department of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing), 6 p.m. 
5. Presentation – Dr. Robert Strang 
(Public Medical Officer of Health for 
Nova Scotia), 6:10 p.m. 
6. Submitted Questions for Dr. Strang  
7. Adjournment 

Town of Kentville Event Attendance and Synopsis 
Date Event Synopsis 

23 Apr 20 Chrysalis House Virtual Groundbreaking due to COVID-19  

28 Apr 20 NS Business Development 
Business Meeting 

Economic Recovery – 23 panelists, and 
158 business attendees 

30 Apr 20 Recreation NS  webinar that Dr. Jackie Oncescu 

15 May 20 Robert Nichols  
Common Goods - Discussion on rural ride 
share for grant potential, six communities 
in NS are being considered to host a trial 
project 



Councilor Report 
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Conference Attendance and Synopsis 
Date Conference Synopsis 

Misc Events 
Date Synopsis 

27Apr 20 Telecon with Leader of NDP Gray Burrill. 

28 Apr 20 Telecon with MP Kody Blois 

29 Apr 20  Morning Show with Darrin Harvey – Krock 

30 Apr 20 Telecons CAO Amherst, CAO New Glasgow, CAO Truro 

7 May 20 Telecon with Rick Dunlop – solicitor 

12 May 20 Telecon with Rick Dunlop – solicitor 

13 May 20 Meeting with Gary Morse 

 



Joey Murphy 
Owner and Operator 
Kings Arms Pub by Lew Murphy’s 
Half Acre Café by Lew Murphy’s 
390/395 Main Street  
Kentille, Nova Scotia 
 

May 20, 2020 

 
Town of Kentville 
Town Council 
354 Main Street 
Kentville, Nova Scotia 
B4N 1K6 
 

Dear Councillors, 

 Uncertain times calls for creative measures. It is inevitable that once the Provincial Government 

allows restaurant dining rooms to re-open, seating capacities will be reduced by half. Also, due to social 

distancing, it will be impossible for sidewalk patios to be set up as it has been done for past years.  

 In order to survive, restaurants require guest traffic and turnover to generate enough income. 

With such diminished capacity achieving that shall be troublesome. Therefore, I am requesting that the 

Town of Kentville suspend our agreement for the lot to the immediate west of the Kings Arms Pub 

building, so I may use the space to properly place tables for customer use. I am also requesting that I be 

given use of three parking spaces that are directly behind the Half Acre Café so I may also set out tables 

for customer use. I am requesting use of both spaces for the months of June, July August and 

September. 

 I believe that with this assistance from the Town of Kentville, I will be able to maintain a 

satisfactory level of sales, and be able to have a significant number of employees return to work. 

 

I look forward to a favorable response. 

 

Joey Murphy 
Owner and Operator  
Kings Arms Pub by Lew Murphy’s 
Half Acre Café by Lew Murphy’s 



 
 

To Kentville Town Council: 

 

I am writing to you today to outline the Valley Community Learning Association’s 

(VCLA) interest in and plans for the former Kentville Christian Reformed Church 

property (currently owned By Open Arms) at 118 Oakdene Avenue.  

 

In acquiring the property, VCLA would want to move current Kentville-based operations 

to the site, which involves: 

• adult education classes and 1-1 tutoring, including literacy, GED, English as an 

additional language, family literacy, life skills training. Mi'kmaw crafts, computer 

upgrading, co-operative education programming, etc.; and,  

• industry-specific training, including fourth level of care training (for elderly and 

people with disabilities), trucking-related, etc. 

 

In addition to this, we think the site at 118 Oakdene offers:   

• A good location for an organic market garden, providing opportunities for a 

CSA (community shared agriculture), food for our breakfast program, community 

education programs, as well as farm worker - related training 

• Occasional opportunities for musical/artistic performance (in the sanctuary). 

There are things we could do in the sanctuary that currently require us to rent 

space (learner celebrations, fund raising events, learner performances related to 

our creative writing and music programming). There may also be partnership 

possibilities here as well.  

• A venue for community education programming such as pottery, stained glass, 

music, languages, etc. Many of these things we have offered in the past, but not so 

much in our current location. 

• The potential for a daycare for those in our learning programs, but also with seats 

for the community at large 

I have prepared a PowerPoint with slides to help illustrate the above.  

 

I would like to gauge the support from Council for this idea, and whether or not you 

would entertain the necessary changes to the Land Use Bylaw (LUB) and Municipal 

Planning Strategy (MPS to facilitate our move. 

 

I would like to be clear that we have no interest in a residential use for the property.  

 

Peter Gillis 

VCLA Executive Director  

 

 



 
354 Main Street 
Kentville, NS 
B4N 1K6 

May 18, 2020 
Good morning Mayor Snow and Town Council, 
 
First of all and most importantly, I hope this letter finds you all safe and healthy during the ongoing global health crisis.  
 
As mentioned in my previous email, I would like to have the Special Amendment bylaw reassessed and the following 
applied: 

1. Special Amendments to allow an additional 5 weddings totalling 20 weddings per year.  
2. Notify the neighbours of events at the beginning of the year instead of 7 days prior to every wedding.  

In 2016, I requested an amendment to the Special Event bylaw. At that time I asked for a total of 30 events per year. I have 
listened to the neighbour's concerns and reduced that amount to an additional 5 weddings per season totalling 20 events per 
year.  
 
If this request cannot be considered by the council on a permanent basis for the years moving forward, I would like to 
request a temporary amendment to the bylaw for the 2021 season. As mentioned previously, Healy farms and our clients 
have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.  If passed by council, I will have the ability to carry over any cancelled dates 
due to the ongoing pandemic.  
 
In the past there were concerns regarding noise levels, traffic and property values. Since our last meeting in 2016 I have 
worked to meet these concerns and incorporate a solution into my business plan. 
 
I work closely with my clients to monitor noise levels prior to and during weddings. Every couple signs a contract agreeing 
that sound levels will not exceed 55 decibels. At each event I monitor and record sound readings with a sound decibel 
reader. I keep a record of all readings in an effort to demonstrate to the town and neighbours that we are within reasonable 
sound levels. In the past two years there have been two instances where the sound levels were slightly above the limit listed 
in our contract. In both instances our on site commissioner and/or myself addressed the issue immediately by working with 
the DJs to bring the sound and bass levels down. 
 
Regarding traffic, I have encouraged my clients to use a transit system (such as renting a bus or shuttle service) to transport 
their guests to and from accommodations in the valley. While not every couple has chosen to use this recommendation, last 
year 46% of our weddings chose to use this type of transportation.  
 
Finally, if you take a drive up Prospect Ave and around the Deerhaven subdivision, you will notice many new builds and sold 
properties from over the past few years. This is an indirect measure of property value but it does show the demand to live 
and build in this desirable neighbourhood remains strong. One might argue that a beautifully maintained farm in the heart of 
Kentville has had an uplifting effect on the curb appeal of the surrounding area. 
 
Prior to every event, I give advance notice to neighbours within 500 feet of the property. My interactions with these 
neighbours have been overwhelmingly positive. Many have praised the above changes and have expressed that they have 
no ongoing issues with my business. 
 
I have made it my top priority as a business owner to ease the concerns of the neighbours and will continue to work hard to 
co-exist peacefully moving forward. 
 
Thank you for your time and stay safe. 
 
Jessica Healy 

 
Healy Farms 439 Prospect Ave, Kentville NS B4N 5R5 





1 

6 May 2020  
 
RE: Kentville Water Commission Report 
The Water Commission met on May 6, 2020.  There was 
a full agenda including both the Operational and the 
Capital Budgets. 
The Kentville Water Commission Operational Budget was 
passed unanimously: 

Kentville Water Commission Operating Budget:  
Revenue $2,007,300; 
Expenditures $1,527,600; and 
Budgeted Surplus $7,500. 

The Kentville Water Commission Capital Budget was 
passed unanimously: 

Kentville Water Commission Capital Budget: 
$342,400. 

Submitted to council for information purposes. 
 
Kindest Regards  
 

 
Sandra Snow 
Mayor 
Chair Kentville Water Commission 

      
Mayor   

Sandra Snow 
354 Main Street 

Kentville, NS 
B4N 1K6 

 
 

902-679-2502 
902-599-1317 (C)  

ssnow@kentville.ca 
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Memo 
To: Kelly Rice, CAO 

From: Dave Bell, Director of Engineering & PW 

CC: Debra Crowell, Director of Finance 

Date: May 15, 2020 

Re: SANITARY SEWER AREA SERVICE OPERATING BUDGET- 2020-2021 
 

SANITARY SEWER AREA SERVICE OPERATING BUDGET 

Revenue 

Revenue is increased $500 (0.04%) from last year.  Essentially no change from last 
year. 

Expenditures 

Overall expenditures are decreased $2000 (0.14%) over last year. 

Administration 

This sector is increased $1000 (0.08%) over last year. Significant changes are: 

 Administrative salaries are increased $500.  The engineer’s reallocation to 
sanitary sewer is quantified at 12/12. 

 Legal expense is increased $500, due to outstanding sanitary sewer matters. 

 

Domestic Sewer Maintenance 

This segment is increased $1,200 (1.6%).   
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 Wages & materials adjusted  

Pumping Stations 

Pumping stations increase $5,100 (9.0%) and are due to: 

 Increase in wage adjustment ($300) 

 Increase in insurance premium ($4,800) 

Treatment and Disposal 

This section is increased from last year by $32,200 (4.2%).  This section records our 
share of the jointly-funded sewer treatment plant owned by the Municipality of the 
County of Kings. 

Fiscal Services 

This sector decreases $6,500 (9.7%) in this budget. 

 Interest on long-term debt is reduced. 

Capital (paid from) Revenue 

The Sanitary Sewer Area Service budgets a portion of its capital financing from its 
operating fund – this year $30,000 is allocated  

Transfer to Reserve 

 The Area Service attempts to “tuck away” monies each year to either its 
Operating Reserve or its Capital Reserve, in order to ensure stabilizing the 
rates and to provide “pay as you go” capital.   

The Sanitary Sewer Area Service is budgeting a small annual surplus of $ 3,700. 

Sanitary Sewer Area Service Reserve Information 

 March 31, 2020 Net Deposits/ 
(Withdrawals) 

Projected 
March 31, 2021 

Operating 209,190  209,190 

Capital 140,369  140,369 

Depreciation 184,013 (15,000) 169,013 

Total 533,572 (15,000) 518,572 
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RECOMMENDATION 

I recommend to Council that it approve the Sanitary Sewer Area Service Operating 
Budget for the year 2020-2021, as follows: 

Revenue =   $1,285,100 
Expenditures =  $1,281,400 
Surplus =    $3,700 
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Memo 
To: Kelly Rice, CAO 

From: Dave Bell, Director of Engineering & PW 

CC: Debra Crowell, Director of Finance 

Date: May 15, 2020 

Re: SANITARY SEWER AREA SERVICE CAPITAL BUDGET - 2020-2021  
 

SANITARY SEWER AREA SERVICE CAPITAL BUDGET 

The Area Service is seeking capital funding for two projects in 2020/2021 in the 
amount of $235,300. 

Projects 

 Prospect/Overlook/Academy Sanitary Sewer Renewal - $182,500 

 Condon Avenue Sanitary Sewer Renewal - $52,800 

Infrastructure is failing in both these areas causing continual maintenance by Public 
Works.   

Funding 

 $105,300 from Sanitary Sewer Depreciation Reserve 

 $30,000 from Sanitary Sewer Operating Fund- paid out of current rates. 

 $100,000 long-term borrowing 



 Page 2 

RECOMMENDATION 

I recommend to Council that it approve the Sanitary Sewer Area Service Capital 
Budget in the amount of $235,300, along with its funding sources for the year 2020-
2021.  



 

rebalancing the Downtown Kentville streets 

to make more space for physical distancing this summer (June – 

October 2020)

☒ ☒
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