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• Pumpkin People marketing and promotions are in full 

swing and we have already experienced big numbers in 
the first week of the festival.  A new initiative by KBC this 
year is the “Great Pumpkin Palate Pleaser”.  Almost all 

Kentville’s eateries have signed up to participate by 
offering pumpkin themed items on their menus during the 

month of October.  A map has been produced by the 
planning tech to help folks find all the great places to eat 
in Town while they are here this month.  

 
• The Special Projects video is still in shooting stage, and 

there have been some unanticipated delays.  More to 
report next meeting.    
 

• The CEDC continues to attend the Valley REN Business 
Supports Response Team meetings every other week and 

submit content when appropriate to the REN’s business 
newsletter.  
 

• A second “special edition” of the October E-Newsletter will 
be published on October 15th.  There was an overload of 

available content for October, and the bumper edition will 
also serve as a last reminder to folks about the election on 
the 17th.  

 
• The Decorating supply give away for town businesses and 

residents was a great success.  The Community Economic 
Development Coordinator joined the Recreation team for a 
joint give-away and pumpkin hunt event and the day was 

a great success!  We saw a lot of new faces, and new 
businesses who picked up supplies, and the response 

generated on social media has been steadily active since 
the 3rd.   

• The Centre Square activation pilot is winding down.  
Umbrellas have been removed ahead of strong winds and 
colder weather.  Tables will follow shortly to make way for 

shade tree installation in the square, planned for shortly 
after thanksgiving.   
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• Gateway signs are still on order, but progress shots have 
been received from the vendor and we are on track for 
installation at the end of the month or beginning of 

November. The necessary permits are all in place now.  
We wish to thank NSCC Kingstec who are allowing the 

placement of one of the signs on their property and will be 
partnering with us on the dressing up /landscaping around 
that particular sign using a portion of the funds from the 

Provincial grant.   
 

    
• The Girl Guides/Brownies/Pathfinders from the Kentville 

area decorated the ornamental lights poles downtown 

again this year. the downtown poles with cornstalks and 
lights again this year.  The stalks and lights had an even 

greater impact this season since our longer lasting 
hanging baskets were still in place!   
 

• Holiday beautification items are currently on order from 
our suppliers and will go out as usual in November, 

sometime after Remembrance Day. 
 

   
• The Pumpkin People theme for 2020 is “Fables Folklore 

and Fantasy”.  Pumpkin Person stylist Gerry Little and 

Builder Harry Lennihan have done another fabulous job 
this year.  We are expecting larger numbers than usual 

this year, because of COVID-19, and because of increased 
print, digital, and radio marketing.  Three print articles 
have been commissioned.  2 are out already, a third will 

feature “New and Niche” businesses in Kentville and is 
scheduled to print next week.     

 
• KBC is working on a Pop-Up Holiday Market that will run 

from mid-November until Christmas.  The Calkin Building 
and perhaps other vacant downtown spaces will be utilized 
to host crafters, artisans, and local start up businesses 

who are looking for a venue this season.  The benefits will 
be to crafters who have no home because of the loss or 

reconfiguration of typical large events like the Acadia Craft 
Fair for example.  Existing businesses will hopefully 
benefit from increased traffic which will be drawn in by 

these new (temporary) additions to our list of downtown 
offerings. 
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• The Kentville Business Community (KBC) Board and its 

various sub committees continue to work on initiatives 
and programs that will support businesses through this 
time and throughout the recovery phase.   

 
• The KBC Board recently reviewed the commissioned 

“Events Strategy” report from Kitchen Table Consultants 
at the Annual General Meeting.  The report is thorough 
and includes tools and guides for running events in 

addition to the many great recommendations and ideas 
included.  A copy of the strategy will be forwarded to 

Council (if it has not already been distributed by the time 
of this meeting).   
 

• The Mentoring Plus program continues to push forward 
and adapt to the times while creating the framework for 

the program.  A new date for the Coffee and Conversation 
has been set for October 21st.  Work continues in the 
areas of branding and website development; the logo is 

now complete and is being used.   
 

SEPT 
 

14 – Gateway project conference call 
15 – Regular Radio Spot AVR/Magic 
15 – KBC Board Meeting 

15 – Mentoring Plus coordinator check in 
16 – Business Supports Response Team meeting – Valley REN 

16 – Downtown decorating party – Girl Guides 
17 – Mentoring Plus meeting 
17 – Movie Night in Centre Square 

18 – PP/ Harvest Fest joint planning meeting (Rec+CEDC+KBC) 
21 – Farmers Market site meeting 

22 – Regular Radio Spot AVR/Magic 
23 – STORM 

24 - Vendor presentation from local business 
29 – Regular radio spot AVR/Magic 
29 – Art Gallery Meeting 

30 – Business Supports Response Team meeting -Valley REN 
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Town of Kentville 

Department of Engineering & Public Works 

Report to CAC – October 13, 2020 

Submitted by: Dave Bell, Director of Engineering & Public Works 

Administration  Meet weekly with Public Works crew to discuss ongoing works & 
maintenance issues and talk daily with PW foremen to inform them of 
resident calls, concerns, or complaints. 
 

Highlights  
 
 
 

Programs and 
Operations  
 

 

 Dexter Construction has most of the new curbing completed on both 
sides of the New Bridge and the alignment is starting to take shape 
and become easier to visualize.  There may be a time in the near future 
where we use both bridges for a bit (north bound on the new / 
southbound on the old) while they complete some of the curbing & 
paving, but they tell me things are still on track to be for the New 
Bridge to be open at the end of October. 
 
 

Highlights  
 
 
Bridge Progress 
 
 
 
 
 

Projects  
 

Capital Works Projects 
 

 Carry over Capital Works projects awarded to Mid Valley Construction 
in 2019 are nearing completion.  The sidewalk extension at the west 
end of Park Street connecting Bonavista Estates to the Town’s 
sidewalk system is now complete except for one commercial driveway 
and the sidewalk and retaining wall replacement on East Main Street 
near Southview Avenue is expected to be completed this month. 
 

 This year’s Engineering & Public Works Capital Projects awarded to 
Howard Little Excavating Limited is well underway with the Centennial 
Arena parking lot, Gladys Porter Drive, and Blair Avenue completed 
and the underground work on Condon Avenue is finished with the 
street reconstruction now underway. 
 

Highlights  
 
 
 

MVC Capital Works 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

HLE Capital Works 
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 The addition of the east end sidewalk linking Miners Landing to the 
Trail and existing sidewalk system is now under construction and will 
be completed in the next couple weeks. 
 

Kentville Water Commission 
 

 Lead in Drinking Water:  We expect to receive the results from our 2020 
lead testing in the next few days – We sampled 20 locations throughout 
Town.  The Department of Education released its testing data on the 1st 
of October for all 370 Nova Scotia schools.  They apparently tested 
every tap in every school.  KCA has 86 fixtures; 43 tests passed and 43 
failed (50%).  The results ranged from non detectable to 24 times the 
allowable limit.  This clearly shows that lead is not in our source water 
or the Town distribution system but is entering the water from the 
internal plumbing and more likely the actual fixtures in the school. 
 

Sanitary Sewer Utility 
 

 Everything is operating normally with no events to report. 
 

East End Sidewalk 
 
 
 

 
 
Lead in School 
Drinking Water 
 

Public 
Engagement  
 

 Frequent phone calls and site visits.  
 Drop-ins – Currently not allowed 
 Letter correspondence – as needed 

  

Highlights  
 
 

Meetings and 
Events  

 Senior Staff meetings every Tuesday 
 September 10th Emergency Coordination Meeting at County of Kings 
 September 14th CAC via Zoom 
 September 17th Regional Sewer Committee (Webex) 
 September 23rd Regional Sewer Technical Sub-Committee (MCK) 
 September 25th AIM Network (Atlantic Infrastructure Management 

Network), Bridgewater 
 

Highlights 
 

Council 
Related 

 Open for questions or concerns from Mayor & Council.  
 

Highlights  
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RETURNING OFFICER’S REPORT TO COUNCIL CAC 

 

October 13, 2020 

 

 

E-voting opened as scheduled on October 8 and will continue until close of polls on 

October 17.  

 

The Voter Help Centre also opened on October 8 at Kentville Recreation Centre, a move 

from Town Hall necessitated by COVID-19 restrictions. The setup is working well, and 

many electors have already registered there and voted online. 

 

I continue to address questions and concerns from electors via phone calls and email. 

 

A mailout problem with the Intelivote system resulted in more than 700 Voter Instruction 

Letters being returned by the Post Office because apartment numbers were omitted from 

the mailing addresses. With co-operation from Intelivote, the letters were relabelled and 

returned to the mail within two days. 

 

All poll staff members have been hired and trained for paper ballot voting at Kentville 

Fire Hall on Election Day, October 17. 

 

 

Al Kingsbury 

Returning Officer 

 

October 9, 2020 
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