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⚫ Page 1 

 

Memo 
To: Dan Troke, CAO 

From: Debra Crowell, Director of Finance 

CC:  

Date: January 23, 2021 

Re: TAX EXEMPTION – SECTION 69- 2021/2022 

BACKGROUND 

Every year Town Council provides a partial tax exemption to individual property 
owners who meet certain requirements.   Council must pass the necessary resolution 
annually setting out the maximum exemption and the income ceiling.  As a guideline, 
the Town sets the income ceiling at a level equal to the maximum Old Age Security 
(OAS) and Guaranteed Income Supplement (GIS) paid to a married couple.   

AUTHORITY 

The authority to grant a tax exemption to any person is found in the Municipal 
Government Act, Section 69 entitled “Low income tax exemption policy”.  This 
section states: 

That “income” includes a person’s total income from all sources for the calendar 
year preceding the Town’s fiscal year and includes the income from all other 
members of the same family residing in the same household but does not include an 
allowance paid pursuant to the War Veterans’ Allowance Act (Canada) or pension 
paid pursuant to the Pension Act (Canada). (S.69 (1)) 

That Council may grant an exemption to the extent set out in this resolution for a 
person whose income is below the amount set out in the policy. (S.69 (2)) 
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⚫ Page 2 

That Council may provide that a person applying for an exemption pursuant to this 
Section shall provide proof confirming the person’s income.  (S.69 (3)) 

That the policy to grant an exemption from taxation may:  

Specify the exemption extends to persons who are residents of the municipality 
or property of a ratepayer occupied as the ratepayer’s principal residence. (S.69 
(4) (a)) 

Provide that where a property is assessed to more than one person, any of them 
who is entitled to an exemption may receive only the portion of the exemption 
equal to that person’s share of the total assessment for the property. (S.69 (4) 
(b)) 

Specify a date, not less than thirty days after the filing of the assessment roll, 
after which no application for an exemption will be received. (S. 69 (4) (c))  

ANALYSIS 

For 2020, a single Old Age Pensioner, eligible for OAS and GIS received $18,363, 
while a married couple both eligible for OAS and maximum GIS received $27,971. 

The following table cites the comparative information for a five-year period.   

TAXATION 
YEAR 

 

INCOME 
CEILING 

$ 

EXEMPTION 
AMOUNT 

$ 

# OF 
PERSONS 

TOTAL OF 
EXEMPTIONS 

$ 

2016/17* 25,778 241 to 512 43 12,310 

2017/18* 26,127 244 to 519 42 12,468 

2018/19* 26,507 246 to 524 36 11,650 

2019/20* 27,048 253 to 539 44 13,052 

2020/21* 27,619 256 to 544 37 11,334 

 

*In 2014, the Town moved to a sliding income/exemption scale. The exemption 
is increased annually by the cost-of-living figure used for the assessment CAP by 
Property Valuation Services Corporation.  For 2021, the CAP rate is 0.3%. 
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⚫ Page 3 

All participants of the program in 2020 will be sent an application for the 
exemption in 2021.  As well, notice will appear on the Town’s website and other 
means of social media detailing the particulars of the program. 

RECOMMENDATION 

I recommend to Council Advisory Committee that the attached resolution for Low 
Income Tax Exemption for the 2021/22 year be approved and forwarded to 
Town Council for ratification. 

Exemption amount:     $257 to $546 

Income ceiling:      $27,971  

Deadline for applications:   June 30, 2021 
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⚫ Page 4 

RESOLUTION 

LOW INCOME TAX EXEMPTION-TOWN OF KENTVILLE 

BE IT RESOLVED by Council of the Town of Kentville 

THAT an exemption from taxes for the period April 1, 2021 to March 31, 2022 be 
granted pursuant to Section 69 of the MGA, as follows: 

Income Range (per annum) Exemption Amount 
2021/2022 

 < $12,000   $546 

$12,001-$16,000 $433 

$16,001- $18,000 $327 

$18,001- income ceiling $257 

 

THAT the exemption be granted to persons whose total income from all sources (and 
including the income of all other persons of the same family residing in the same household 
as the applicant ratepayer) for the year 2020 is equal to or less than $27,971. (An 
allowance paid pursuant to the War Veterans’ Act (Canada) and the Pension Act (Canada) is 
excluded, as is a tax rebate provided by the Province.) 

THAT the property must be occupied by the applicant ratepayer. 

THAT where a property is assessed to more than one person, any of them who is entitled to 
an exemption may receive only the potion of the exemption equal to that person’s share of 
the total assessment for the property, but where different interests are not separate, then to 
that portion determined by the treasurer, whose determination is final. 

THAT no application for an exemption will be considered unless made on or before the 30th 
day of June 2021. 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that the foregoing resolution 
was passed at a duly called meeting of the Town 
Council held on the       day of      AD 2021. 

GIVEN under the hand of the Town Clerk and under 
the corporate seal of the Town of Kentville this      day 
of      AD 2021. 

                        ______________________________________ 
              Dan Troke, Town Clerk 
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January 29, 2021 Kentville Police Commission 
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Councilor Report 
Kentville Town Council 

 

Name:  Cathy Maxwell 

Date: Feb 17/21 

Date of Last Council Meeting Attended:  Jan 25/21 

Date of Last Council Advisory Meeting 
Attended:  

Feb 8/21 

Date of Last Governance Session Attended:  

Committee Meeting Attendance and Synopsis 

Date Committee Synopsis 

Dec 22/21 Special Council Meeting CAO Recruitment 

Jan 27/21 Special Council Meeting HR Issue 

Feb 9/21 Accessibility Committee See Attached Report 

Feb 11/21 
Annapolis Valley Trails 

Coalition Meeting 
See Attached Report 

Feb 12/21 Discussions with Citizens 

- Mill Run Snowbank Crosswalk 

Issue 

- Belcher Street Water Runoff issue 

Town of Kentville Event Attendance and Synopsis 

Date Event Synopsis 

Feb 13/21 
Fire and Ice Memorial Park 

Sledding Party 

Dropped into this event and was very 

impressed with the turnout and 

organization! Everyone was having fun 

and to say it was a success does not do it 

justice! Fantastic event!! 

Feb 15/21 
Fire and Ice Family Snow Play 

Day at Oakdene Park 

Dropped over to Oakdene park to take in 

this event. My first thought was “this is 

the vision we had for this park” The park 

was super busy with families enjoying the 

sledding hill, playground, playbox session, 
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Councilor Report 
Kentville Town Council 

 

skating on the pond and snowshoeing! 

Another Fantastic Event!  

 

Committee Meeting Synopsis – Completed by Committee Representative only 

Detail Synopsis 

Committee 

Name 

Accessibility Committee – 

Director Bedingfield filled in the 

group on the application for the 

Federal Grant and how if we are 

successful it will help move the 

work of this accessibility project 

ahead much faster. The 

committee members were given 

a copy of the Accessibility Plan 

by Houdini to read and give 

feedback on. There was also 

discussion on how important it 

will be to come up with an 

education plan to ensure 

success of the project.  

Meeting 

Date: 
Feb 9/21 

 
 

Committee Meeting Synopsis – Completed by Committee Representative only 

Detail Synopsis 

Committee 

Name 

Annapolis Valley Trails Coalition 

– The coalition is on target with 

their budget. We went over the 

work plan for this year and 

happy to note that the kiosks for 

Kentville will be completed this 

year barring any big weather 

Meeting 

Date: 
Feb11/21 
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Councilor Report 
Kentville Town Council 

 

events. Looked at registration 

numbers for the Trans Canada 

Trail and was please to note the 

Town of Kentville is registered. 

This means we can access funds 

from this organization for work 

on our section of the trail.  The 

NS Trails For all Conference will 

be held from Sept 15-19. As the 

name suggests this conference 

will focus on Accessibility for 

Trails. More info can be found 

on the NS Trails website. 
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Councilor Report 
Kentville Town Council 

 

Name:  Cate Savage  

Date: February 16, 2021 

Date of Last Council Meeting Attended:  January 25th  

Date of Last Council Advisory Meeting Attended:  February 8th  

Committee Meeting Attendance and Synopsis 
Date Committee Synopsis 

February 11th  JFSC Budget discussions  

Feb 17th IAC  

Report from IA on perpetual fund. Jan 2021 –  

-  weighted yield 1.26% - against the balanced 

income CAD market (.86) % - market value is 

north of $14 million – IPS revisions have 

been approved by council and forwarded to 

the Minister for final approval.  

   

   

Town of Kentville Event Attendance and Synopsis 

Date Event/Conference Synopsis 

February 11th Fire and Ice weekend … 

Trail of love – gorge  

Kissing booth  

Friday evening – music / shopping  

   

 

Misc Events 
Date Synopsis 

Jan 21st  
Lunch with Mayor Snow – Topics included – strategic plan – asset management – 

affordable housing – other misc. items. 
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Councilor Report 
Kentville Town Council 

 

Jan 27th  In camera meeting – legal issues  

  

  

Expenses 
This month Year to Date 
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Gillian Yorke 
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-February 17th 
INVESTMENT ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE 
 

  

   

   

  

   

January 27th/29th 
I took a 2 day training session on FINANCE MANAGEMENT for ELECTED 

OFFICIALS.  
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Councilor Report 
Kentville Town Council 

 

Name:  Sandra Snow 

Date: 17 February 2021 

Date of Last Council Meeting Attended:  25 January 2021 
Date of Last Council Advisory Meeting 
Attended:  8 February 2021 

Date of Last Governance Session Attended: N/A 

Committee Meeting Attendance and Synopsis 
Date Committee Synopsis 

21 Jan 21 Valley Region REAP 
The Valley Region Regional 
Entrepreneurship Acceleration Program 
(REAP) met check in prior to next 
meeting 

25 Jan 21 VREN LOC Meeting with Board Chair to discuss next 
meeting plans 

25 Jan 21 Council Meeting Preparation Meeting with new CAO and interim CAO 

25 Jan 21 Council Meeting  

Special Events Bylaw – Second 
Valley Waste Bylaw – Second 
Capital reserve withdrawal 
Climate Progress Report 
Noise Bylaw  
Kings Municipalities MOU for IMSA 

26 Jan 21 MIT REAP Nova Scotia 
Launch with MIT – several presentations 
describing the work ahead and the 
assignments which must be completed 
before April. 

27 Jan 21 Special Council Meeting Report from legal counsel on HR 

28 Jan 21 VREN Taskforce 
Valley Regional Entreprise Regional 
Economic Taskforce – Act LOCAL initiative 
update 

28 Jan 21 NSFM Special Council Meeting Housing Commission Letter 

28 Jan 21 VREN Board Meeting Monthly business meeting 

3 Feb 21 NSFM Mayors and CAO  Housing commission and other business 
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Councilor Report 
Kentville Town Council 

 

4 Feb 21 MFC Board Meeting Quarterly meeting to review funding 

8 Feb 21  CAC Meeting 

KBC – Annual Report 
Kings REMO – Update on COVID 
Sundry writeoffs 
Low Income Tax 
Taxi Bylaw 

11 Feb 21 VREN Regional Taskforce By-weekly update from Municipalities, 
new programs coming from NSBI 

12 Feb 21 MIT REAP Virtual Coffee Break with DM Bernie Miller 
on entrepreneurship in NS 

17 Feb 21 VREN Board Chair Meeting Meet the CAO, economic development in 
Kentville 

Town of Kentville Event Attendance and Synopsis 
Date Event Synopsis 

13 Feb 21 Fire and Ice Weekend Saturday in Downtown Kentville 

Conference Attendance and Synopsis 
Date Conference Synopsis 
2 Feb 21 NSFM Board Orientation for new members 

4 Feb 21 NSFM Webinar 
Presentation of grants and funding 
available to municipalities from the 
Provincial Government 

Misc Events 
Date Synopsis 

21 Jan 21 Lunch meeting with Deputy Mayor 

5 Feb 21 How to use Canvas – MIT REAP 

5 Feb 21 Presentation to RCAF Recruit class at Aldershot 
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