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Proposed
Valley Racquet 

Center

Presentation to Kentville Town 
Council

June 2024



Overview

u Thank you for supporting our efforts to bring a racquet facility to 
Kentville.

u There is strong support at all levels for the proposed facility:
u the surrounding villages and towns, and the county
u Tennis Nova Scotia, Tennis Canada/Rogers
u MLA, John Lohr and MP, Kody Blois
u the Pickleball community and the local and surrounding tennis 

clubs.
u We have design plans, construction bids, and funding waiting in the 

wings.
u What we need to make it happen is #1 - a site and #2 - seed money.



Request to the Town of Kentville

u After a thorough research initiative, The Racquet Facility Report by Craig 
Langille recommends the Town of Kentville provide the Kings County Tennis 
Association (KCTA), with 10.5 acres in the business park located near Donald E 
Hiltz and Chipman Drive, for the site of the proposed Racquet Facility. 
(PID#:55263776)

u KCTA gratefully accept this recommendation and request a 50-year lease 
(2024 to 2074)  with the option to renew for another 50 years for one dollar 
per year.

u We request water and services provided by the Town of Kentville to the 
street. KCTA will pay from the street to the facility.

u We also request a $500,000 grant payable over 5 years.



Request to the Town of Kentville

u The cost of the entire project is $7.2 million. $500,000 seed money in
Municipal support leverages Provincial support which in turn leverages Federal 
support. It is a critical factor in allowing the rest of the funding to be 
secured.

u With a confirmed site and seed money from the Town of Kentville the project 
will be off to a successful start.

u Before we answer questions a series of photos of the proposed facility follow.



Front Door View
Layout #5

Britespan Slide12



Inside Front Entrance
Layout #7

Britespan Slide22



Mezzanine Cut Away
Layout #3

Britespan Slide13



Pickleball Courts
Layout #4

Britepan Slide14



THANK YOU!

u Paul Morgan, Director 902.691.3878

u Richard Galpin, Co-Lead 902.670.5959

u David Lang, Co-Lead  902.690.7595

u Don Forgeron, Co-Lead 647.328.5579

u Brad Lawlor, Co-Lead Tennis Nova Scotia

u Janet Hawley, Co-Lead

u Stephen LeDrew, Co-Lead

u Jim Rose, Pickleball Representative



ANNAPOLIS VALLEY FRUGAL 
MOMS SOCIETY

PORTFOLIO 2024



BIT OF BACKGROUND

I’ve done many things, but one that I am most proud of is the group I run on 
Facebook called Annapolis Valley Frugal Moms (Society).  The Society part is 
new as of 2020. 
I started this group with my best friend 13 years ago. It all started when I was 
first diagnosed with cervical cancer.  The diagnosis alone brought upon 
worries, medical, and of course financial.  I knew I would have to go off work; 
something I dreaded to be a victim of food insecurities with a young family.   
As a previous recipient of Income Assistance, while raising my family,  I was 
worried how we were going to survive on so little again, especially with 
young children who had needs as well as my ongoing medical issues. 
 



Continued…
Tasha and I were sitting at her kitchen table when we started a conversation about the price of toilet paper and how 
the people on extreme couponing a show on TLC were able to stockpile items for pennies.  We of course don’t 
have the avenues they do in the USA for stacking coupons, overages and free and double coupon days, but I made 
it my goal to see what we could do here to at least lessen the burden and provide some food security once again.
And so it  began….. I started doing tons of research on how we could accomplish extreme couponing in Canada 
and if it was even possible . Tasha and I started following other moms and quickly mastered the skills needed to 
build stock piles of items for less. We then started to share this information on a Group we called Annapolis Valley 
Frugal Moms.  It was a knack, it was something we had to try out for ourselves to see if it was indeed attainable.
We began posting on the group and hosting in person classes to trade coupons, etc and we began to raise a cult 
following.
We started showing people where to get coupons, match up with sales and showed pictures of where the lowest 
prices were available . I would even drive around the valley taking pictures of where farm stands, what their prices 
were and where to find them.



Pics

Christmas Hampers - We do anywhere between 150 and 250 Family Hampers 
and 75 Senior.  And that number has grown yearly.



COLLABORATION

Over the years we have 

collaborated with a few 

other organizations.



Clothing Giveaways

We have collaborated with other organizations to do free clothing giveaways for 
the community.  So far we have done them in North Alton, Middleton, Torbrook and 
Port Williams.



A Bit about what we currently do.
We are a registered non-profit, as well as a Registered Charity with CRA, in the Annapolis 
Valley, stationed in Kentville, NS. We offer outreach and support to individuals and families 
by way of food rescue. We have noticed a great need in Annapolis Valley and want to 
support the area. We have access to the food, we just lack the funds for transport to move 
the food across the Valley.

We are bridging the gap between other organizations. We are not a food bank, but we offer 
support in addition to what the food bank offers. We gather food from organizations, 
grocery stores, farms, etc in the valley and get it out to people for free. No other 
organization does what we do.

We support food access to the vulnerable persons who might not otherwise get access to 
food, produce, dairy and proteins.



continued…

The amount of food we collect varies from week to week, day to day. We have some 
things set up weekly for the same days and others that call when they have a surplus. It 
also varies depending on the time of year. Harvest season is way more plentiful than the 
winter months.

We rescue produce, bread, etc and utilize the perfectly imperfect food to get food out to 
people who might not usually get access.

We collect from grocery stores in the Valley area, greenhouses, farms, businesses and 
organizations. Most locations we collect from are between the Canning/ Wolfville area to 
Lawrencetown, in the Valley, but we have recently branched out to Annapolis as well as 
Bear River and beyond.



Finally…

When we deliver food, it goes to our locations in Torbrook, Middleton and Digby where 
it then gets distributed within the community and beyond. We also have locations in 
Kentville, and a few locations in New Minas. A video and a post is made across social 
media letting people know there is stuff there so that it gets out to people in a timely 
manner.  Same goes for Kings, it goes to our New Minas, Kentville, and Greenwood 
Locations and a video is made, same with Digby.

We try to get food out a few times a week,but our funds ran out and we are having 
issues securing more grants, not from lack of applying. We were fundraising but like 
everything else, surplus money just isn't there.

 We are a small non-profit that operates on donations and grants (when we can 
secure them.)



Some Pictures of the crazy things we have done.



More Pictures



And Finally…

350,000+lbs collected in 2023 and 
gave away free, So far in 2024, we 
have collected 50,000 lbs and gave 
away free.



FUEL COSTS

During our busy seasons we go through a lot of gas.

WEEKLY TRIPS

3x Weekly to Wolfville $60  3x Weekly Kentville $30

2x Weekly to Berwick $80 4x Weekly Trucking Company $80

3x WeeklyTrips Denhaans $180 4x Weekly Trips Trucking $80

4x weekly Trips Farms

Potential Weekly Gas Needed: $590



We Drive many KMs to collect food



LISA ROSE - DIRECTOR 25 MILL RUN LOCATION



NATASHA VAUGHN - CO- DIRECTOR  - New Minas Location



MONICA WILLIAMS - SECRETARY 144 East Torbrook 
Rd Location



ROSE MARY SALSMAN - Helping Hands New 
Minas - 112 Highbury Rd Location 



IRENE ORGAN - HELPING HANDS 



KATE BAIRD - CANNING AND PRESERVING



WENDY MORRELL-PYNE - DIGBY LOCATION - 8702 hwy 101 

Digby 



MELINDA COTE - FUNDRAISING



PICTURES OF WHAT WE DO - FOOD RESCUE



Other Team Members

AMANDA COVE

Gardening Team

JESSIE BOUTLIER
ADMIN

ELIZABETH FAIRES
Gardening Team

ALSO A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR FAMILIES, CHILDREN HUSBANDS AND FRUGAL NANNIES



FRUGAL NANNIES

SHEILA CILLA
SHERRY



ACCOMPLISHMENTS



ACCOMPLISHMENTS

WOMEN OF EXCELLENCE NOMINEE 2021



ACCOMPLISHMENTS

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR - KINGS COUNTY

RECIPIENT OF QUEENS JUBILEE MEDAL FOR 2022

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR - KENTVILLE



IN CLOSING…

We are a small group of like minded individuals trying to make a big impact.  
Everything that comes into Annapolis Valley Frugal Moms Society goes out free to 
the community.  We do not charge people for our services.

You can appreciate the cost of fuel is certainly affecting us, we use every dollar we 
have and receive to achieve our mandate.

Thank you for your time.



ANY QUESTIONS????



A Protected Area for Kings County:

Proposal for the 
Chain Lakes Wilderness Area

Blomidon Naturalists Society



Blomidon 
Naturalists Society

• Established 1974
• Over 225 members in area
• Almost 1600 Facebook 

followers
• Public talks, field trips, 

field courses, publications, 
scholarships, conservation 
efforts

WINTER 2024Vol. 51 No. 1

Vanishing Forests 

The Seasonal Journal of the Blomidon Naturalists Society

Fostering Forest Biodiversity
Understanding Solar Eclipses



NS Environmental Goals and 
Climate Change Reduction Act

• To protect 20% of Provincial Lands by 2030, 15% by 2026

•  Strategy released to achieve this, Dec. 2023



Current land protection:

• In NS— 13.45%

• In Kings County— 4.5% 
(shaded in olive green)



Kings County has lost 19% of 

its tree cover since 2000.

• Pink represents places cut.

• Blue represents tree cover 

gained.

From globalforestwatch.org



Why Protect Public Lands in Kings County?

For 

• biodiversity

• recreation, tourism & economic benefits

• protection of endangered species

• health and wellness, now & in future

• reduction in human impact on climate



Why This Area?

• Only significant tracts of undeveloped 
public land in County

• Presence of unique waters, wetlands, and 
old forest

• Current recreation use and potential

• High Area of biodiversity (relative)

• Avoids Kings County Wind Zone



Cutting in Area Since 

2004

• Green Outline - Proposed 
Protected Area

• Yellow Outlines – Cut after 
2016

• Red Outlines – Cut before 
2016

• Orange Outlines - Partial Cut 
Areas before 2016.



Conservation 
Status Rank Scientific Name Common Name

S3B Cardellina canadensis Canada Warbler

S3 Perisoreus canadensis Canada Jay

S3S4 Loxia curvirostra Red Crossbill

S3S4 Arctoparmelia incurva Finger Ring Lichen

S3B Contopus cooperi Olive-sided Flycatcher

S2S3 Pannaria lurida Wrinkled Shingle Lichen

S3S4 Anaptychia palmulata Shaggy Fringed Lichen

S2S3B, S1M Chaetura pelagica Chimney Swift

S3 Collema nigrescens Blistered Tarpaper Lichen

S3S4 Leptogium acadiense Acadian Jellyskin Lichen

S3S4 Heterodermia speciosa Powdered Fringe Lichen

S2S3 Collema leptaleum Crumpled Bat's Wing Lichen

S3B Charadrius vociferus Killdeer

At-Risk Species Identified in the Wilderness Protected Area

Gully Lake Area surveyed by James Churchill

Conserva
tion 

status Scientific Name Common Name

S3 Neottia bifolia Southern Twayblade

S3 Perisoreus canadensis Canada Jay

S3B Chordeiles minor Common Nighthawk

S3B Cardellina canadensis Canada Warbler

S3B Contopus cooperi Olive-sided Flycatcher

S3S4 Leptogium corticola Blistered Jellyskin Lichen

S3S4 Heterodermia speciosa Powdered Fringe Lichen

S1S2 Fraxinus nigra Black Ash

S2S3B, 
S1M Chaetura pelagica Chimney Swift

S3 Spinus pinus Pine Siskin

S3 Fuscopannaria ahlneri Corrugated Shingles Lichen

S3 Leptogium milligranum Stretched Jellyskin Lichen

S3S4 Fagus grandifolia American Beech

S3S4 Amelanchier spicata Running Serviceberry

S3S4 Anaptychia palmulata Shaggy Fringed Lichen

S3S4 Heterodermia neglecta Fringe Lichen

S3S4 Evernia prunastri Valley Oakmoss Lichen

S3S4 Coccocarpia palmicola Salted Shell Lichen

Conservation 
Status Rank Scientific Name Common Name

S3B Contopus cooperi
Olive-sided 
Flycatcher

S3B Cardellina canadensis Canada Warbler

S3 Chelydra serpentina Snapping Turtle

S2S3 Collema leptaleum
Crumpled Bat's Wing 
Lichen

S3S4B Contopus virens Eastern Wood-Pewee

S3 Spinus pinus Pine Siskin

S1S2 Fraxinus nigra Black Ash

S3S4 Leptogium acadiense
Acadian Jellyskin 
Lichen

S3S4 Anaptychia palmulata
Shaggy Fringed 
Lichen

S3S4 Fagus grandifolia American Beech

S3S4 Loxia curvirostra Red Crossbill

S3B Chordeiles minor Common Nighthawk

S3S4
Heterodermia 
speciosa

Powdered Fringe 
Lichen

S3S4
Sclerophora peronella 
(Atlantic pop.)

Frosted Glass-
whiskers (Atlantic 
population)

S3 Collema nigrescens
Blistered Tarpaper 
Lichen

S3 Perisoreus canadensis Canada Jay

S2B Euphagus carolinus Rusty Blackbird

S2S3 Parmelia fertilis Fertile Shield Lichen

S3S4 Leptogium corticola
Blistered Jellyskin 
Lichen

Chain Lake Area surveyed by James Churchill

Gully Lake Area surveyed by Alain Beliveau

Yellow highlighted species are on the endangered list.



What Does Protection Mean?

• Commercial resource development is prohibited, except existing commitments. 

• Recreation activities are permitted.

• Existing snowmobile and ATV trails and usage are guaranteed at the outset. 

New trails or usage areas for motorized vehicles are prohibited. 

• Access to private lands across area assured. Existing land leases honoured. 



Education and Support Efforts  to Date

• Letters of Support received from Kings County, Port Williams, the Kings and 

Mid-Valley ATV Clubs, and the Valley Ridge Runners Snowmobile Club.

• Public Petition campaign to be presented in the NS Legislature is in progress 

(approximately 500 signatures to date)

• Meetings held with NS DOE & DNRR, MLAs— Chris Palmer & Keith Irving

• Facebook and Instagram social media campaign in progress



What is Needed Now?

• Assessment through NS Environment Protected Areas consultation and 
designation process

• Public, organizational and municipal support for the proposal.

• Pause/Moratorium on  development/resource extraction in forests and 
wetlands in area until boundaries are defined.

We are asking for Kentville Council to provide a letter of support 
for the proposed Chain Lakes Wilderness Area.  
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Proposal: 
The Chain Lakes Wilderness Protected Area for Southwest Kings County 

 
Blomidon Naturalists Society 

January 2, 2024 
Executive Summary 
The Blomidon Naturalists Society requests that the Government of Nova Scotia designate a new 
wilderness protected area, to be called the Chain Lakes Wilderness Area, on crown lands in 
Southwest Kings County. It will protect biodiversity and numerous endangered and at-risk species 
and their habitats, and provide many opportunities for nature appreciation that support physical and mental 
health. It will support wilderness recreation, hunting, sport fishing and associated uses, and generate economic 
benefits as an attraction for the recreation and tourism sectors. The Nova Scotia government has legislated a 
target of protecting 20% of Nova Scotia by the year 2030, with 14% of the lands currently protected. In Kings 
County, less than 5% of the land is protected, hence the particular need for protection in this region. 
 
The proposed area is the only major section of crown lands in the County that remains largely forested without 
human habitation. It is important that ATV and snowmobile use on existing roads and trails be assured by the 
Province in the designation of the area. A good deal of these lands has been and continue to be cut. Yet there 
are forests are older than 80 years here, small pockets of old growth, beautiful lakes, and pristine still waters 
and wetlands. Numerous endangered species have been identified in the area. There is much to celebrate and 
protect, the pockets need to be linked as a wildlife corridor, and the cut areas can be restored given protection 
and time. 
 
Defining specific boundaries and protocols for a new protected area is a time-consuming process that involves 
consultation with a range of stakeholders and interests. It will likely take a number of years. Given this 
process, it is essential to place a moratorium on forestry and development in this area until a specific boundary 
is designated, because if an area is clear cut, particularly the areas with the highest ecological significance and 
biodiversity, the value of the land for biodiversity is lost.  
 
We are supportive of the Kings County Wind Zone (see map below) where it is hoped that wind mills will be 
installed in the future, and have set the protected area boundaries to account for this zone. We support 
adjusting this boundary in the future pending precise wind zone mapping by the Municipality of Kings County.  
 
We request the Nova Scotia government begin the process to designate this yellow area noted on the map 
below, and that in the meantime the Government place a moratorium on new forestry harvesting plans or those 
under consideration, and roadbuilding, and mining development in the proposed area. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Proposed Wilderness Protected Area – The yellow areas identify the crown lands proposed for protection. The orange mesh 
section refers to the area zoned for windmills by the Municipality of Kings County. Small white routes in and around the 
proposed area are dirt roads and off-road vehicle trails. Gray routes near area are paved roads. 
. 
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Introduction 
 
In this time of climate crisis and biodiversity decline, the strong and dedicated protection of our 
natural ecosystems is imperative. We welcome the collaborative nature of this process in Nova 
Scotia initiated with the passage of Bill-57, the Environmental Goals and Climate Change 
Reduction Act, which designates 20% of Nova Scotia to be protected areas by 2030. Here we 
propose a protected area within Kings County, which we have entitled the Chain Lakes 
Wilderness Area. Currently Kings County only has 4.5% of its area protected. We recognize the 
challenge in finding enough areas to protect given that only about 25% of the land base is crown 
and that there are many existing uses including forestry, hunting and trapping, ATV trails, 
buildings infrastructure and population centres. We also recognize that Nova Scotia is the 
traditional and unceded territory of the MI’Kmaq and must be respected. 
 
The Blomidon Naturalists Society (BNS) is a fifty-year-old naturalist group based in the eastern 
Annapolis Valley. The BNS currently has about 190 single and family members, an active email 
list of almost 300 addresses, over 1,600 Facebook followers, a Facebook group of almost 900 
members and Instagram has over 660 followers. All our programming is open to the general 
public. Our mission is to develop understanding and appreciation of nature, and as such we are 
committed to environmental conservation and advocacy. Through dedicated observation of the 
natural world, we have a deep understanding of the utmost importance of protecting lands and 
waters in this province. Our active membership includes a significant number of natural and 
social scientists, including Acadia University faculty, with expertise relevant to the 
environmental, ecological and sustainability fields. 
 
The Blomidon Naturalists Society recognizes the following ecological considerations when 
choosing an area to be protected. 
 

1. Large areas are better than small areas as species diversity increases with size of area. 
2. Areas with older forested stands are important as they are under-represented and support 

unique species not present in younger stands. 
3. Choose areas near or contiguous to existing protected areas as this will result in large 

continuous protected areas. 
4. Choose areas not isolated by highways, urban development and other human barriers. 
5. Choose areas with known populations of species at risk. 
6. Choose areas with under-represented habitats. 
7. Focus on ecological priorities for the maintenance of biodiversity: freshwater, species at 

risk, and old forest (>80 years). 
8. Collaboration, not just consultation, with First Nations, community groups, academics 

and ecologists, NGOs, and all other engaged Nova Scotians. 

The Proposed Wilderness Protected Area for Kings County 
 
Currently, only 4.5% of Kings County is protected, the majority of which is Blomidon Provincial 
Park and Cape Split. Much of Kings County is agricultural and/or privately owned. 
However, there is a large area of crown land in the southwestern part of the county (see map 1 
below) which meets the guidelines above and is proposed for protection. The areas with the 
highest ecological integrity and a higher level of intact forests and endangered species, based on 
ground and aerial photo and forest inventory research, are defined in red on map 1. To the east, 
the area around Gully Lake has particular ecological value. The smaller, middle sections on the 
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map to the south (bottom) provide a bridge from Gully Lake to the Cloud Lake Wilderness Area, 
and are a critical wildlife corridor. Several of these areas include high quality old forests that 
have been already proposed for protection by other citizen groups. The largest area on the 
western side has very limited human uses at this point although the northern aspects of it have 
suffered from significant cutting and forest fire, and have a lower ecological integrity at this 
point. It should be noted that some lower grade and younger forests will need to be included in 
protected areas moving forward to achieve the provincial 20% goal as there is nowhere near 
enough old forests to achieve 20% existing in the province. Lower grade forests are important for 
consideration when they connect to older forests and add size to habitats, which are a 
requirement for many species.  
 

 
 
 
 

Map 1: Proposed Wilderness Area in the southwest corner of Kings County – The yellow areas are 
the Crown lands proposed for protection. The orange mesh section refers to the area zoned for windmills 
by the Municipality of Kings County. Small white routes in and around the proposed area are dirt roads and 
off-road vehicle trails. Gray routes near area are paved roads. 
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Most of the area is forest covered (see map 2 from Global Forest Watch below). All of these 
areas have almost no human development excepting some cottage leaseholders, which would be 
honoured in a protected area. There are a significant dirt roads and existing ATV trails for which 
boundaries should be drawn to enable existing uses. We have named this area as the Chain 
Lakes Wilderness Area simply because the Chain Lakes form an important watershed down the 
middle of it. 
 

 
 

Map 2: The pink areas are tree cover loss; blue is tree cover gain and green depicts tree cover. The map is taken 
from Global Forest Watch (globalforestwatch.org/map/). 

 
 
At-Risk Species and Habitat Considerations 
 
Numerous species at-risk, including endangered species, have been identified in the area— the 
Canada Warbler, olive-sided flycatchers, wisqoq (black ash), and blue felt lichen and other rare 
lichens. There are snapping turtle nests, foraging chimneys swifts and nighthawks, and even the 
very elusive rusty blackbird The area has been surveyed in 2022 by Alain Belliveau, Plant 
Ecologist, Acadia University, and James Churchill, Avian Ecologist with Atlantic Canada 
Conservation Data Centre. Two extensive sections totalling 72 km have been surveyed and 
Appendix 1 presents the findings. 
 
The habitat in the proposed Chain Lakes Wilderness Area, especially in the southern part of the 
Crown Land adjacent to Cloud Lake Wilderness Area, indicates this area is of high conservation 
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value based on the ecological considerations 1 to 7 presented above. This is a particularly 
important area to protect in Kings County, for which existing protected land is dramatically 
below the current provincial average.  
 
We have specifically excluded the wind zone lands set aside by the Municipality of the County 
of Kings for Large-scale Wind Turbine Development from the proposed protected area as we are 
supportive of this wind zone, where it is hoped that wind mills will be installed in the future. We 
support adjusting this boundary in the future pending precise wind zone mapping by the 
Municipality of Kings County.  
 
Moratorium on Forestry and Development in Old Forests and Wetlands 
 
Defining specific boundaries and protocols for a new protected area is a time-consuming process 
that involves consultation with a range of stakeholders and interests. It will likely take a number 
of years. Given this process, it is an essential first step to place a moratorium on forestry and 
development in this area until a specific boundary is designated, because if an area is clear cut, 
particularly the areas with the highest ecological significance and biodiversity, the value of the 
land for biodiversity is lost. We cannot replace old forest within a human lifetime. 
 
We request the Nova Scotia government begin the process to designate this yellow area noted on 
the map below, and that in the meantime the Government place a moratorium on new forestry 
harvesting plans or those under consideration, and roadbuilding, and mining development in the 
proposed area. 
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Appendix 1: Tables of At-Risk Species Identified in the Wilderness Protected Area 
 
Data Centre. Two extensive sections totalling 72 km have been surveyed. In the tables below, the 
meaning of Conservation Status Rank is as follows: S= Extirpation risk (1=high, 5=low), 
B=migratory and The proposed wilderness area contains significant populations of species at 
risk, which are listed below, including endangered species (highlighted in yellow). The area has 
been surveyed in 2022 by Alain Belliveau, Plant Ecologist, Acadia University, and James 
Churchill, Avian Ecologist with Atlantic Canada Conservation breeding species, and M= 
migratory and non-breeding. When two extirpation risks are given, the species straddles the 
criteria).  
 
 
Table 1: Gully Lake Area surveyed by James Churchill 
Conservation  
Status Rank Scientific Name Common Name 
S3B Cardellina canadensis Canada Warbler 
S3 Perisoreus canadensis Canada Jay 
S3S4 Loxia curvirostra Red Crossbill 
S3S4 Arctoparmelia incurva Finger Ring Lichen 
S3B Contopus cooperi Olive-sided Flycatcher 
S2S3 Pannaria lurida Wrinkled Shingle Lichen 
S3S4 Anaptychia palmulata Shaggy Fringed Lichen 
S2S3B, S1M Chaetura pelagica Chimney Swift 
S3 Collema nigrescens Blistered Tarpaper Lichen 
S3S4 Leptogium acadiense Acadian Jellyskin Lichen 
S3S4 Heterodermia speciosa Powdered Fringe Lichen 
S2S3 Collema leptaleum Crumpled Bat's Wing Lichen 
S3B Charadrius vociferus Killdeer 
 
 
Table 2: Gully Lake area surveyed by Alain Belliveau 
Conservation 

status Scientific Name Common Name 
S3 Neottia bifolia Southern Twayblade 
S3 Perisoreus canadensis Canada Jay 
S3B Chordeiles minor Common Nighthawk 
S3B Cardellina canadensis Canada Warbler 
S3B Contopus cooperi Olive-sided Flycatcher 
S3S4 Leptogium corticola Blistered Jellyskin Lichen 
S3S4 Heterodermia speciosa Powdered Fringe Lichen 
S1S2 Fraxinus nigra Black Ash 
S2S3B, S1M Chaetura pelagica Chimney Swift 
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S3 Spinus pinus Pine Siskin 
S3 Fuscopannaria ahlneri Corrugated Shingles Lichen 
S3 Leptogium milligranum Stretched Jellyskin Lichen 
S3S4 Fagus grandifolia American Beech 
S3S4 Amelanchier spicata Running Serviceberry 
S3S4 Anaptychia palmulata Shaggy Fringed Lichen 
S3S4 Heterodermia neglecta Fringe Lichen 
S3S4 Evernia prunastri Valley Oakmoss Lichen 
S3S4 Coccocarpia palmicola Salted Shell Lichen 
 
 
Table 3: Area surveyed next to Cloud Lake Wilderness Area by James Churchill 
Conservation  
Status Rank Scientific Name Common Name 
S3B Contopus cooperi Olive-sided Flycatcher 
S3B Cardellina canadensis Canada Warbler 
S3 Chelydra serpentina Snapping Turtle 
S2S3 Collema leptaleum Crumpled Bat's Wing Lichen 
S3S4B Contopus virens Eastern Wood-Pewee 
S3 Spinus pinus Pine Siskin 
S1S2 Fraxinus nigra Black Ash 
S3S4 Leptogium acadiense Acadian Jellyskin Lichen 
S3S4 Anaptychia palmulata Shaggy Fringed Lichen 
S3S4 Fagus grandifolia American Beech 
S3S4 Loxia curvirostra Red Crossbill 
S3B Chordeiles minor Common Nighthawk 
S3S4 Heterodermia speciosa Powdered Fringe Lichen 

S3S4 
Sclerophora peronella (Atlantic 
pop.) Frosted Glass-whiskers (Atlantic population) 

S3 Collema nigrescens Blistered Tarpaper Lichen 
S3 Perisoreus canadensis Canada Jay 
S2B Euphagus carolinus Rusty Blackbird 
S2S3 Parmelia fertilis Fertile Shield Lichen 
S3S4 Leptogium corticola Blistered Jellyskin Lichen 
 



… protect biodiversity for our own survival and 
the web of life.

… provide opportunities to appreciate nature, 
and support physical and mental health.

… protect endangered and at-risk species and 
their habitats.

… support wilderness recreation, hunting, 
sport fishing, trapping, and other 
associated uses.

... support existing snowmobile and ATV  
usage in the area into the future.

… generate economic benefits as an attraction 
for the recreation and tourism sectors.

... reduce climate change impacts. 

The Blomidon Naturalists Society is proposing a new wilderness 
area for Crown land in southwest Kings County. We need support 
to make it happen.

Why Protected Areas in Kings County?
• The Nova Scotia government has recognized the value of 

protecting wild land to “nourish biodiversity, contribute to 
sustainable prosperity and provide access to nature — an 
important determinant of mental and physical health.” 

• The Province has a legislated target of protecting 20% of Nova 
Scotia by the year 2030. 

• This is an important step as only 13% of our province is 
currently protected. In Kings County less than 5% of the land is 
protected — we really need to get to work! 

Why the Chain Lakes Wilderness Area?
• The southwest corner of Kings County is the only major section 

of Crown land in the County that remains largely forested 
without human habitation.

• A good deal of it has been and continues to be clear cut. Yet 
there are pockets of old growth, forests that are older than 80 
years, beautiful lakes, and pristine still waters and wetlands. 

• Numerous endangered species have been identified in the 
area— the Canada Warbler, olive-sided flycatchers, wisqoq 
(black ash), and very rare lichens. There are snapping turtle 
nests, foraging chimneys swifts and nighthawks, and even the 
elusive rusty blackbird. 

• There is much to celebrate and protect, the pockets need to be 
linked as a wildlife corridor, and the cut areas can be restored 
given protection and time.

The Proposed 
Chain Lakes 
Wilderness Area 

Wilderness 
Areas...

Peter Lake, Chain Lakes Protected Area



The yellow shaded areas are the approximate boundaries proposed for protection. White 
routes in the boundaries are existing dirt roads and off-road vehicle trails.

What Does Protection Mean?
• Commercial resource development (e.g., mining, forestry, 

aquaculture, dams, pipelines, etc.) is absolutely prohibited, 
except where there are pre-existing commitments.

• Recreation activities with minimal environmental impact are 
permitted, including walking, hiking, canoeing, kayaking, hunting, 
sport fishing, trapping, and cross-country skiing. Trails and 
facilities for these activities can be developed. 

• Existing snowmobile and ATV trails and usage in the area can 
and should be agreed to by the Province into the future at the 
outset. The legislation allows for continued motorized vehicle use 
on existing trails. New trails or usage areas for motorized 
vehicles are prohibited.

• Access to private lands across the wilderness area can be 
assured. Existing land leases can be honoured.

What Do We Need to Do to Make It Happen?
• It is time for all of us to step up and advocate for the protection of 

nature locally. That’s what the Blomidon Naturalists are doing.

• You can help by writing to the N.S. Minister of the Environment, 
the  Minister of Natural Resources, and your MLA , requesting 
designation of the Chain Lakes as a wilderness arean and a 
moratorium on resource extraction in the interim period.

• Join the campaign to Save Our Old Forests.

For more information and ways to get involved in this effort, e-mail 
info@blomidonnaturalists.ca, or visit the Blomidon Naturalist web 
site at www.blomidonnaturalists.ca.





Appendix A

PROJECT BY DEPARTMENT/AREA BUDGET YTD ACTUAL % Expended

1,214,000$           0%
Green Infrastructure Fund - Trails and Pathways 1,800,000             96,059            5%
General Administration 125,000                78,857             63%
Protective Services 194,525                132,849           68%

Transportation 727,000                0%
ICIP - Donald Hiltz Connector 3,174,000             11,453              0%
Planning and Development 88,800                 0%
Parks and Recreation 403,500               11,576              3%

Total 7,726,825$          330,793$        4%

Canada Community Building Fund -
   MacDonald/Henry/ Braeside

2024-2025

 YTD May 31, 2024

CAPITAL INVESTMENT PLAN

TOWN OF KENTVILLE
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Town of Kentville  
Staff Report to Council Advisory Committee 
For the Month of May 2024 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
Presented on June 10, 2024 

Administration and Operations 

• Staff, Mayor, and Council met with DSRA for the review of the Conditions 
Assessment and Feasibility Study for the Centennial Arena.  

o Final Report is due by the end of June 2024 

• Park Landscaper hired – Coady Craig  

Facilities and Operations 

• Hemlock Conservation 

o Staff and community members marked, tagged, and treated approximately 

1,500-2,000 hemlock trees at the Gorge 

o Remaining trees will be marked, tagged, and treated in 2025 

• Baseball, softball, and cricket season is in full swing 

o Cricket is new! This is a grassroots community group (informal group) 

• Splash Pad is open for the season 

• Safe Sharp Disposal 

o Staff are securing quotes for Public Safe Sharp Disposal Bins. If the project 

moves forward, staff will be committed to intentional communications and will 

involve community partners in the process. 

• Update on Capital: 

o Skatepark Shelter Awarded 
▪ Work to be completed prior to September 2024 

o Cenotaph Project Awarded 
▪ Work to be completed this summer 

o ¾ Ton Truck Awarded 
 

Programs and Operations 

• Kentville Home Show  

o The Kentville Home Show surpassed $20,000 for the Town of Kentville 

contribution, budget was $15,000 for 2024-2025 fiscal 

• Staff, Community Members, and Trail Flow are continuing to meet for the planning of 

the 2024 XCO/XCC National Championship for July 18-21, 2024 

• Staff have partnered with Jays Care as a Canadian Local Government Partner! 

Our Outreach staff underwent specialized training to facilitate Challenger Baseball 
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and Girls at Bat programming. With new skills, they'll launch these adapted baseball 

sessions this summer, providing tailored support and fostering inclusivity.  

o Challenger Baseball offers children and youth with disabilities the chance to 

play organized baseball at their ability level.  

o Girls at Bat is an introductory baseball program aiming to remove barriers for 

girls in sports, empowering them in an inclusive community.  

o These programs promote physical activity, socialization, and community 

engagement, enriching Kentville's inclusivity and supportiveness. 

 

• Nature Kids After School Program: We currently have 48 children registered, 

which is maximum registration.  

 
• The SHIFT Program, a collaborative effort with local organizations serving 

individuals with disabilities, has received acclaim for its positive impact on 
participants' well-being. It provides accessible and engaging physical activities, 
addressing service gaps, and fostering social inclusion. Due to increased demand 
and success over the past year, the program will expand to three sessions weekly 
this summer.  

 
Community Outreach 
• Staff have successfully identified and engaged community champions to become 

stewards and guardians of the Oakdene Park Community Gardan.  
• This group of people are a volunteer collective called the Oakdene Park Community 

Garden Group (OPCGG) who refer to themselves as Growing Partners. They have a 
Chairperson, Vice Chairperson and a Communications coordinator. So far, this 
powerful community group have created a Facebook page with 126 members and 
they have a website – they meet regularly and want to find new growing partners 
from diverse communities. 

• The OPCGG are planning to run workshops within the garden on Yoga and 
Gardening, Pollinators and Bugs Hotels and Garden to Kitchen Cooking. They will 
also work closely with the Summer Outreach Staff to bring more opportunities to the 
community.  

• In partnership with the Neighborhood Outreach Program Coordinator they 
are thriving and are hoping to create a free food plant program for the 
spring/summer of 2025 if they are able to achieve funding for a new 
greenhouse. 

• Community Garden Infrastructure  
• staff collaborated with contractor (Troy Lightfoot) to install a rain gutter water 

system on the back of the Oakdene Park Amphitheater which will be used to 
water the Oakdene Park Community Garden. Troy Lightfoot (red seal certified 
carpenter) volunteered 6 hours of his time to complete this project. 

• 100% of all planters have been repaired and planters were raised to make them 
accessible. This was made possible by support from the citizen volunteers, 
students and staff from the Edge on Employment and the Summer Outreach 
Staff. 
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• Neighborhood Outreach Coordinator was able to identify and negotiate the 
donation of a galvanized 18-foot bridge from NSCC Kingstec Campus to make 
Oakdene Park more accessible to senior citizens living in the adjacent senior’s 
community.  This was installed with support from Supervisor, Facility Operations 
and Public Works.   

• The Future – staff working to realize a new vision for Oakdene Park in 
conjunction with direct community engagement in the North End. 

 
 
Council Related 

Kentville’s Accessibility Committee: 

• Nothing to report at this time.  

 

Kentville’s Active Transportation Plan: 

• Nothing to report at this time.  

 

Regional Recreation Complex:  

• Nothing to report at this time.  

 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 
Craig Langille 
Director of Parks and Recreation 
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TO:   Mayor and Council  

SUBMITTED BY: Craig Langille, Director of Parks and Recreation 
      
DATE:   June 10, 2024 

SUBJECT:                    Rec Hub – Climate Control   

 

ORIGIN 
The Rec Hub located next to Kings County Academy (KCA) currently is home to Nature Kids 
Program and other future programming opportunities.  
 
BACKGROUND 
The Rec Hub is approximately a 450 sq ft facility that can offer workshops and programs. 
Currently, there is no climate control in the facility, which causes concerns for facilitating 
programming in the summer months, due to extreme temperatures.  
 
DISCUSSION 
To continue to offer programming in the Rec Hub during the summer months and to ensure that 
health and safety of staff and participants are a top priority, staff are seeking the purchase and 
installation of a climate control system. Staff are seeking $7,000 from Capital Reserves to be used 
for the purchase and installation of a Wall Mount Heat Pump.  
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
None. 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATION 
$7,000 from Capital Reserves 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
None 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommend that council approve $7,000 from Capital Reserves to be used for the purchase 

of a heat pump for the Rec Hub to provide a climate control solution for the facility.  
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Town of Kentville Decision Wheel: 
 

 



 

1405 1866 

100 128 

145 138 

49 52 

120 140 

33 30 

314 274 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• Municipal Chief’s Meetings 

• Executive Leadership Meetings 

• Meeting with DOJ 

• Meetings with Finance 

• Weekly meetings with Deputy Chief 

• Meeting with New Minas RCMP 

• Recruiting Session 

• Apple Blossom 

• NSCPA Spring Conference 

• Tiny Meadows 
 
 
 
 



 

• Attended 15 Agency meetings, i.e., Portal, Youth Community Hub, Open Arms, Homeless no 
more, Wellness Court 

• Attended 6 Community Events 

• Received 10 referrals from KPS members/other Agencies 

• 39 meetings with clients 

• Attended 7 other calls and assisted members 

• 7 other activities, i.e. First Responders Symposium, Interviews, Meeting with Chief 
 

 

• Short 2 Constable positions 
 
 



 

 

 

Kentville Police Service Bylaw Report April 2024 

 

Municipal Bylaw Investigations    4  

Loitering -Warnings      4 

Assist Police        4 

Taxi Inspections       0 

Animal Control       0 

Smoking-Charges       9 

Smoking-Warnings       7 

Parking-Charges       55 

Parking- Warnings       51 
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Town of Kentville  
Staff Report to Council Advisory Committee 
Department of Engineering and Public Works 
June 10, 2024 
 

Programs and Operations  
 

 Kentville Water Commission:  There were no direct operational issues with the KWC in 
May.  The Water Commission and Source Water Protection Advisory Group quarterly 
and special KWC Budget meeting has been rescheduled to June 19th. 
 

 Sanitary Sewer Area Service: The Regional Forcemain Replacement Project has been 
awarded by the Municipality of Kings and work is expected to start by mid summer.  I 
have requested that the County provide us with a work schedule so our Comms Team 
can inform residents along the impacted area and the timeline that the Harvest Moon 
Trail will be impacted and/or closed.  
Operationally there were no direct operational issues with the Kentville Sanitary Sewer 
Service in May. 
 

 Public Works:  Patch paving of main routes is now complete. Public Works has much 
of the downtown line painting completed with some additional crosswalks, hatches, 
arrows, and parking lots still left to do in other areas of Town.  The line painting truck 
was in Town in late May to complete that annual re-paint task just before Apple 
Blossom Festival week. 

Projects  
 

 The downtown sidewalk replacement project is off to a great start with a portion of 
Webster Street and all of Aberdeen Street now complete.  The next section of curb & 
sidewalk replacement that the contractor will start on is the corner of Main & Bridge 
Street by Maritime Travel and then complete the loop on Webster Street back to 
where the project started.  We currently have tenders out now for various paving, 
curbing, sidewalk and pipe projects closing later this week, with some of the larger 
Capital Works projects closing later this month.  Our Engineering and Planning 
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Department are currently working improvements to the safety and beautification 
components of the Webster Street Bike Lane before it is completely reactivated this 
season. 
 

Public Engagement 
 

 Frequent phone calls and site visits with residents.  
 Appointments are now being accepted for in person meetings. 
 Letter & email correspondence – As required. 

 

Meetings and Events 
 

 Bi-weekly Senior Staff meetings 
 CAC – May  13th 
 Interviews for Director of Planning 
 Donald E. Hiltz Road – Multiple design review meetings  
 Operating Budget Meeting – May 30th  

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
David Bell 
Director of Engineering and Public Works 
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TO:    Kentville Mayor & Council 
 
SUBMITTED BY:  Dave Bell, Director of Engineering & PW 
 
DATE:     June 10, 2024 

SUBJECT:       Switch Capital Equipment (Transportation) Purchase Year 
 

 
ORIGIN  The Town’s Capital Investment Plan replaces Transportation Equipment on an 

annual basis to maintain our fleet by replacing most equipment by the 10-year 
mark to avoid the costly maintenance of “beyond the useful life of equipment” 
while still meeting the required depreciation timeframe. 

 
 
BACKGROUND In March 2024 the 2024/25 Capital Budget was approved which included the 

purchase of a replacement street sweeper for the Public Works fleet with a 
budgeted amount of $450,000.  The delivery of a specialized truck such as this 
is over twelve months once the order is placed, so delivery and payment would 
not happen until the 2025/26 fiscal year. 
In year two of the 5-year Capital Investment Plan, council approved in principal 
the purchase of a 2-ton truck to replace the 2013 truck that is used as a plow & 
salt truck in the winter and small dump truck in the construction season, a key 
component of our Public Works fleet.  It was hoped that this truck could 
continue to be used in 2024/25, but the estimated cost to keep it on the road 
for another year at over $20,000 is not practical. 
The availability of a suitable replacement 2-ton truck is also very limited; we 
have made initial calls to vendors throughout Eastern Canada and there is only 
1 suitable truck in the region that would be available before this winter. 
  

 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS    N/A 
 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATION  The basic “Cab & Chassis” has been priced at $120,000 with the additional 

components (dump body, salt spreader, lights and plow controls) at $24,000 
for a total of $144,000 including the non-recoverable portion of the HST.  Our 
mechanic will assemble the components and repurpose the existing plow blade 
to keep the overall costs down. 
It is proposed to flip the fiscal purchase years of the above mentioned pieces 
of equipment so that the 2-ton Plow & Salt truck is purchased in 2024/25 and 
the Street Sweeper will be ordered now, but not delivered and invoiced until 
2025/26. 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS N/A 
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RECOMMENDATION That Council approve the switch in fiscal years for the Public Works Capital 

Transportation equipment to purchase a “2-ton Plow & Salt Truck” in 2024/25 
and order the planned “Street Sweeper” now for delivery and purchase in 
2025/26. 
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Community Energy Planning. 
The town needs staff support to complete the Net Zero Community Accelerator Program
through Quest Canada in 2024. This program will include public engagement, strategic
planning meetings, creation of an Energy Plan for the Town, and setting emissions targets as
a town. To support the town’s Energy Plan Kentville the CCC will liaise with the Valley
community Learning Association in 2025 to create demonstration projects at VCLA and
throughout the town that showcase ways for residents to be more energy independent and
resilient. Examples include building and installing bicycle- or solar- powered phone chargers,
washing machines, and other devices. Community events will expand on these ideas and
help residents create their own power during outages. In 2026, the town will be poised to
complete deep energy retrofits to the town hall building. Following an energy audit in 2022
and an accessibility audit in 2023, the CCC will help guide the town to a decision around
implementing deep retrofit recommendations by 2026. 

After several years of extreme rainfall and flooding events, the Town is launching a program
to support stormwater management (SWM) for residents and homeowners. From 2024-2025
staff and the CCC will help coordinate seminars, a demonstration site, property assessments
and SWM incentives for upgrades on private property. This program will lead to other
conversations around adaptation initiatives that will help residents be more prepared for, and
resilient in the face of changing weather. Staff and the ccc will work to create an Adaptation
Action Plan for the town in 2026.

Community Adaptation and Resilience.

Kentville has a number of beautiful natural parks that support education programs for bird
and wildlife habitat conservation. This has led to the development of a Bird Team which is
preparing an application to have the town designated as a Bird Friendly Town through
Nature Canada.Staff and the CCC will complete this designation process that includes
programs around threat reduction, conservation policies, and engagement programs around
birding and habitat conservation.In anticipation of an Adaptation Action Plan, to reduce urban
heat islands and to expand bird habitat, staff and the CCC will develop and implement a tree
planting plan in the downtown and across public land. 

Birds and Biodiversity. 

The Town of Kentville has been approved for a Climate Community Capacity by the province
through the Clean Foundation.  This grant will provide a dedicated, remote staff person to
help us with our climate-related projects over the next three years.  The project will focus on
the following three areas of work:

Introducing: Climate Projects 2024-2026 
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YEAR 1 OBJECTIVES:
Community Energy Planning:  Net Zero Community Accelerator Program, phase 1.
Engagement, strategic planning, data collection.
Community Adaptation and Resilience: Climate Resiliency Initiative: Natural Stormwater
Management. Two seminars, demonstration site design and build, resources and tools for
residents
Birds and Biodiversity: Complete the criteria for Bird Friendly Town designation, submit
the application to Nature Canada for consideration.

YEAR 2 OBJECTIVES:
Community Energy Planning: Net Zero Community Accelerator Program, phase 2. Plan
development and implementation. 
Community Adaptation and Resilience: Community Energy Interactive Exhibits.
Development of interactive exhibits showing ways to create alternative energy
Community Adaptation and Resilience: Climate Resiliency Initiative: Natural Stormwater
Management. Two seminars, demonstration site design and build, resources and tools for
residents

YEAR 3 OBJECTIVES:
Birds and Biodiversity: Review priority areas for adding shade trees to the town, and
create a short and long term Tree Plan, including budgeting, for new trees in Kentville
Community Adaptation and Resilience: Using the learnings from the Climate Resiliency
Initiative and Bird Friendly Town project, develop and being implementation of an
Adaptation Action Plan
Community Energy Planning: Implement deep energy retrofits and accessibility upgrades
to town hall based on energy audit recommendations and accessibility audit
recommendations.

The Climate Coordinator will be highly supported in their work.  Through the Clean
Foundation, they will have a team of coordinators to work with on complex issues.  In Town
Hall they will liaise primarily with Jennifer West and also with Alisha Christie, with appropriate
oversight by the Chief Administrative Officer Jeff Lawrence.  

Clean Foundation
Support Team

Kentville 
Support Team

Climate
Coordinator
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